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A big proportion 
of our users are 
not really adding 
metadata! 
Knowledge	  of	  how	  users	  already	  use	  
metadata	  can	  help	  others	  
8 
What do users do? 
•  User interviews 
•  User studies 
•  User observation 
Metadata anxiety 
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•  ‘Blank canvas’ effect 
•  Consistency 
•  Duplication 
•  Mistakes  
•  Inappropriate 
metadata 
Diﬀerent	  ways	  of	  organising	  experimental	  
informa'on	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Developing a mobile ELN 




Also an opportunity to capture metadata 
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Metadata for every experiment 
16 
Metadata derived from the plan 
17 
XML 
Provenance for the plan 
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•  Possible interface enhancements for LabTrove 
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•  We can do more to 
encourage effective 
metadata capture in 
LabTrove as well 
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